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The legislative proposal for the revision of Regulation (EU) No
1315/2013 on Union guidelines for the development of the
trans-European transport network (TEN-T) is a key action of
the European Green Deal and the strategy for sustainable and
smart mobility









• Italy welcomes, in general, the proposal whose provisions may be
considered in line with the national interest, as it represents a
qualitative step introducing more ambitious standards for all modes
of transport in order to contribute to the decarbonisation,
digitalisation, resilience and safety of the TEN-T network.

• Nevertheless, with regard to the main newly introduced
requirements and measures in the legislative act, there are already
some proposals for amendments deemed necessary or appropriate
to be submitted at the negotiating stage, in particular in view of the
increased investments and burdens envisaged.

• In fact, there is a need to make the obligations of the Member
States conditional on the availability of financial resources, without
prejudice to the financial commitment of a Member State or the
Union, as a precondition for the implementation of the
efforts/measures set out in the articles.







• The proposal essentially maintains the current network structure and
deadlines for completion, but it adds a new Intermediate Extended Core
Network (2040) to ensure a step-by-step approach towards 2050.

• In this way, it accelerates the completion of the TEN-T network by
anticipating the deadline for the implementation of certain requirements
and the completion of some sections of the network from 2050 to 2040,
providing for the introduction of ambitious infrastructure and operational
parameters beyond those already provided for by the current Regulation.

• The Extended Core Network identifies the priority sections of the
Comprehensive Network that are most relevant for traffic flows, mainly of
high added value and requires them to be part of the Corridor alignments
and must comply with all the requirements set for the Core Network, by
2040 instead of 2050. For Italy, the foreseen inclusion of the Adriatic
coastal route (from Ancona to Foggia) which will also form part of the
future Baltic Sea-Adriatic Sea Corridor, the line “Taranto-Sibari-Paola” and
the direct line “Palermo-Messina” and numerous other sections belonging
to the Rail Freight Corridors (which in some cases create parallelism with
the lines of the Core Network) are some examples of the new sections in
the Extended Core Network.



• The proposal introduces a new concept for Corridors: the
European Transport Corridors. They ensure the geographical
alignment of the existing corridor instruments (Core Network
Corridor and Freight Railway Corridor) by further strengthening
coordination between the two instruments. This measure should
make it possible to optimise the instruments and avoid duplication,
such as the obligation to draw up investment plans under the Rail
Freight Corridor Regulation.



• This new layout led to the
redesign of the routes of
the 9 Corridors that
foresees the introduction
of a new Corridor that
crosses the Western
Balkans, interesting for
Italy.

• The deepening of the
routes may lead to
proposals for changes in
the negotiations.





As an example, regarding the introduction of new rules for the particularly ambitious rail mode Italy
is suggesting the implementation of some parameters such as the minimum passenger speed of
160 km/h (for the Core and Extended network) only for some sections. The line speed parameter is
indeed very critical if it has to be guaranteed at any point on the line since the adjustment of the
line speed is, in some cases, technically difficult, especially in sections close to the urban node or
subject to orographic constraints. As regards the transport gauge (P400), even for the
Comprehensive Network, it is proposed to ensure the requirement only on a pre-defined list of
international rail freight routes identified according to market logic, agreed with Member States,
and not on the whole network. The extension of the infrastructure requirements of the Core
Network to the Comprehensive Network (by 2050) is also a highly challenging objective and its
compliance seems very difficult to achieve



Among the main novelties the innovative concept of the “Motorways of the Sea”is
included, transformed in the wider “European Maritime Space” that, overcoming the
complexity of the previous approach, on the basis of a process of simplification and
integration, led, with strong national interest, to a global and integrated concept that
contemplates ports, navigation and all other elements of the marine infrastructure,
including ICT systems and infrastructures for the adoption of alternative fuels. We
would suggest adding a reference to the use of eco-incentive schemes, in line with
Italy’s position on several institutional occasions.
Short sea shipping can make a substantial contribution to the decarbonisation of
transport by transporting more goods and passengers.



• TEN-T revision proposal to provide rest areas on the road network,
the proposed maximum distance requirement (60 km) seems too
demanding.





• for urban nodes with less than 100 000 inhabitants a derogation seems
necessary as regards the obligation to develop at least one Railway Freight
Terminal within or near the smaller urban nodes. The proposal should be
based on the need to assess the feasibility of the measure on the basis of a
socio-economic cost-benefit analysis in the case of a very small urban node.



Regarding urban mobility, we would like to point out sharing towards the innovative introduction of the
network of urban nodes, with the introduction of specific requirements relating to the management of
passenger and freight traffic to/from cities. Obviously, having introduced nodes with more than 100,000
inhabitants, the requirements extend to a set of nodes for Italy in the number of around 49. The proposal,
taking into account the current internal regulatory framework and the timeline set out therein, presents
important elements of consistency with the existing provisions on SUMP. In particular, the Italian legislation
currently already lays down an obligation to draw up SUMP for cities of more than 100 000 inhabitants and
from 1/1/2023, the adoption of PUMS is a mandatory condition for access to finance for fast mass
transport and cycling. We therefore consider that the choice of the network of Italian urban nodes is
acceptable.



• Also governance tools and monitoring measures will change:

• the important role of the European Coordinators is recognised and confirmed,
especially during the implementation phase of cross-border projects, however, it should
be underlined the role of Member States in, for instance, identifying and prioritising
investments;

• In addition, it is considered necessary to reduce some administrative monitoring
obligations and intermediate targets in order to introduce flexibility margins;

• Moreover Italy can share the position of the aligment of National plans with the
overall European policies.



• Concerning the new configuration of the TEN-T network of national interest for which a
series of bilateral meetings took place between the Member States and the European
Commission during 2021 and for which a process of involvement of the regions through
the Conferences has also been activated, the TEN-T Core Network defined in 2013
remains largely unchanged in the proposal, except for the specialisations of lines required
by the Italy, while the extended Core Network is defined on the basis of a selection made
by the European Commission on the sections of the Comprehensive Network; the latter is
also supplemented by new elements.

• Among the priorities of outermost importance for Italy, on which the Commission has
expressed its favor, two relevant outcomes are the proposal of the inclusion of the port
of Civitavecchia in the Core network and the completion of the Adriatic Coastal route,
with the missing section from Ancona to Foggia, in the“Extended Core Network” both
railway and road. This inclusion allows to extend the route of the Corridor “Baltic Sea —
Adriatic Sea” to Bari, creating a strategic connection with the “Scandinavo-
Mediterranean” Corridor to the north through the Bologna knot and to the south through
the Bari node.

• As mentioned, a lot sections of sections have bene included in the Core Extended
Network and in the corridors, for example the “Taranto-Sibari-Paola” on the Scandinavian
Mediterranean Corridor, the “Laveno — Luino” and the “Alessandria-Novi Ligure” on the
North Sea Corridor-Alpes, the sections “Vicenza-Treviso-Portogruaro” and “Padova-
Treviso- Udine-Gorizia-Trieste” respectively on the Mediterranean Corridors and the
Baltic Sea-Adriatic Sea.



• On the other hand, the acceptance of the proposals for “specialisation” of the railway

lines of the Core Network dedicated to passenger and freight traffic, which have made it

possible to define two freight routes along the coastal ridges and passenger routes in the

Core axis and along the Adriatic coastal route, and the inclusion of the missing part of the

road and railway section Jonica in the Comprehensive Network, which is missing in the

area south of Calabria, representing an important result.

• In addition, also in the proposal under negotiation, a number of technical-functional

proposals have been accepted for all modes of transport, complementary to the above

priorities such as:

• the inclusion of the Mestre Passante in the Core road network;

• the inclusion of the railway section “Taranto-Brindisi” and the three cross-border railway

sections “Fossano-Cuneo-Ventimiglia” and “Bressanone (Bolzano) — Villach —

Klagenfurt”, Gorizia — Nova Gorica — Jesenice with France, Austria and Slovenia

respectively, on the Comprehensive network;

• As far as cross-border sections are concerned, the access routes to the Brenner crossing

point, to Turin Lyon, as well as to Venice Trieste (adaptation of the existing one) have

been realigned.







• NODES:

• the inclusion of the RRT of Fernetti, Santo Stefano di Magra, Segrate and Agognate in the

Core Network, six new ports (Capri, Ischia, Ponza, Porto Empedocle, Porto S. Stefano and

Procida), three airports (Elba Island, Perugia and Rimini) and eight new terminals (Busto

Arsizio, Faenza, Foggia Incoronata, Forlì Cesena Villa Selva, Ortona, Castelguelfo,

Pordenone and Portogruaro) in the Comprehensive network.

• While almost all the nodes of the network have been preserved, with the sole exception

of the exclusion of the airports of Brescia and Forlì, the Commission has expanded the

network of urban nodes (to date composed of nine main urban nodes), with the inclusion

of a further 40 Italian urban centres with more than 100 000 inhabitants or regional

capitals with even lower demographic characteristics in order to ensure full territorial

cohesion also through the appropriate rail/road connections.

• Please note that the Commission has also published a working document on the new

methodology with the criteria defined for the TEN-T network (SWD(2021) 471 final) on

which comments and proposals for amendments were presented.











• Nevertheless, with regard to the new configuration of the TEN-T
network of national interest some requests for amendments for the
correction of certain typologies and some specific proposals are
goingo to be discussed;

• The estimated timeframe for adoption is indicatively between mid-
2023 and late 2023.

• In conclusion, Italy would point out that the benefits of
implementing the proposed Regulation will contribute to increasing
GDP, growth and jobs and to the development of the EU’s single
market and foster greater connectivity and territorial cohesion with
positive effects on citizens and businesses
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